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IN THIS ISSUE: A NEW MINISTER NQF KNOW HOW  MIXED-AGE RATIOS FUNDING

COMMUNITY CHILD CARE CO-OPERATIVE (NSW)  NEWS UPDATE MAY 2011

Broadside
Dear Minister,
We know what it’s like to be in a new job – a lot of new information to absorb, lots of people demanding you do things, lots of people trying to talk to you.So, we have decided to make it easy for you and tell you the important things children’s services in NSW need you to know. We know it may take some time for you to act on these issues, but please make sure they are on your agenda.
We are the really important section of your portfolio.We know that those noisy schools and TAFES and training organisations will say they are more important, but we think it is us! 

Letter to our new Minister
1.   When children are in early education and care services their cognitive, verbal, social, physical and emotional skills are enhanced and further developed which has an impact on their entire life. Neurobiological research has shown us that the early years shape the very architecture of the brain.2.   This hasn’t always been known so early education and care services are not as well funded as they should be.3.   The National Quality Framework (NQF) will help us to improve the quality of our services. You may hear us groan about the speed of change, but we want you to support it 100 per cent. We do.

4.   The previous government made a great change to staffing ratios for babies. We now have a 1-to-4 ratio but we want to make that even better. Imagine having four children under 2 years of age. Please help us persuade the other states that a 1:3 ratio is what we now need.5.   You have a problem. You have 100 preschools that are well funded and are run directly by your Department. This preschool is free or requires a minimal contribution. Teachers at these preschools are paid at equivalent rates to other teachers. In your portfolio you also fund 750 community based preschools but not at the same levels. Parents have to pay up to $50 a day for these. Teachers at community-based centres earn up to 20 per cent less than other teachers.
6.   Less is spent on children’s services in NSW than any other state in Australia. In most other states, all preschools are free or at minimal cost.

7.   The RAM funding system that you have inherited is flawed. It is confusing, difficult to manage and makes budgeting impossible..
8.   We want to help you to do your job better. It’s great that you are consulting with us and the sector is ready to offer you so much more guidance and advice based on years of dedication and commitment to children’s rights and well being.

9.   We need your help. We need you to be a strong advocate for NSW children’s services. We need you to persuade Treasury that money spent on the early years will save them money in every other area later. 
There is a lot more we could tell you Minister but for now, that will do. All the best with the new job. Yours sincerely, 

Children’s Services in NSW
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Broadside is a monthly newsletter 
keeping you up-to-date with changes 
and issues affecting childcare.

Rattler is a quarterly magazine with 
in-depth coverage of childcare topics, 
including articles, reports and reviews 
from a wide range of contributors.
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